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Ted Wall, 1939-2014 – Committee Member & Publicatio ns Officer: an 
appreciation 
 
Sitting at the back of the room at almost every History Society meeting I’ve 
been to, has been a quiet man.  Ted Wall has been the Society’s 
Publications Officer for many years and has been utterly dependable in the 

role.  A Civil Engineer, his interest in history began in his school days and remained with him all 
his life, distracted only by the need to earn a living.  When you drive along the Western Bypass in 
Newcastle, think kindly of Ted! 
 
A dependable and supportive committee member, his passing leaves a hole in our lives and that 
of the Society.  We’ll miss his charm, his interest in people, his knowledge and his mischievous 
wit.  Most of all, we’ll miss the man. 
 

 
We are looking for someone to step into Ted’s shoes as the Society’s 
Publications Officer, taking responsibility for the sales and promotion of the 
Society’s publications.  This is a vital although not particularly onerous task 
which requires a methodical mind, access to the Internet, a persuasive 
manner and some storage capacity!     
 
There is also a general vacancy on the Society’s committee.   If you would 

be willing to take on either of these roles, or would like to know more, please contact Peter 
Rodger at peter@anick.co.uk or Mark Benjamin – contact details above. 
 
 

Researchers will be pleased to learn that the ageing microform printer in 
Hexham library, originally donated by Friends of Libraries In Tynedale 
(FLIT), has been replaced by NCC.   The new (well, reconditioned!) Minolta 
3000 printer prints both A4 & A3 and, like the older machine, has two 
lenses giving differing magnifications.    From a staff point-of-view, as well 

as being more reliable, the new machine is easier and cleaner to reload with toner! 
 

 
The15th of May 2014 marks the 550th anniversary of the Battle of Hexham, 
in which the Lancastrian forces were defeated, possibly for the second time 
in the area; the Lancastrian commander, Henry Beaufort, 3rd Duke of 
Somerset, being decapitated in Hexham market place following the battle. 
 
According to Cadwallader Bates (History of Northumberland, 1895), the first 
battle of Hexham had taken place just over a year earlier, on the 3rd of April, 

1463.   A Lancastrian force, augmented by French mercenaries and Scots, was routed by the 
Yorkist forces led by John Neville, Lord Montagu.   This battle is thought to have taken place 
near Ryal and to have given rise to the legend of Queen Margaret and her encounter with a 
robber at the Queen’s Cave.   However, no contemporary chronicles include this earlier battle 
and John Sadler (Battle of Hexham in its place, 2007) suggests that it may have taken place 
around the siege of Norham, at which the queen is known to have been present.     Tom Corfe, in 
his discussion of the legend and Colman’s subsequent play (HH8, 1998), ignores Bates’ claim of 
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an earlier battle and dismisses any truth in the legend since Queen Margaret is known to have 
been in France at the time of the established Battle of Hexham 
 
The actual site of the Battle of Hexham, also known as the Battle of the Hexham Levels, is also 
disputed; the outcome, however, is certain.   Devastated by their defeat in March at Hedgeley 
Moor, the Lancastrians were no match for the Yorkist forces, again led by Montagu, and fled the 
field.    
 
The battle of Hexham appears to have been a relatively minor encounter in the Wars of the 
Roses.   Contemporary chronicles list no knights killed and the battle is unusual in medieval 
warfare in having greater knightly bloodshed after the battle than on the field; lords Somerset, 
Roos, Hungerford and several others of lesser rank all being executed in the aftermath.   A 
further legend has it that Duke’s House at Swallowship is so-named because the wounded Duke 
of Somerset was carried to a previous dwelling on the site immediately after the battle and before 
being apprehended. 
 
To commemorate the battle, the Woodhorn Trust is mounting a display in Hexham’s Old Gaol, 
opening on May 15th and running until the end of the year.   Tim Owen, one of the team behind 
the display, has written an article on the battle for the forthcoming issue of the Hexham Historian. 
 
 

Another in our occasional series of snippets, found whilst researching 
something else!    From The Northern Liberator, dated 16th March 1839.    
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Once again, we shall be attending the annual fair at Woodhorn on Sunday 
26th October.   As one of our usual team has had to drop out, we would like 
to invite members to volunteer to help raise funds for the Society by selling 
our publications on the day.   You won’t be alone and transport costs will be 
refunded.   The fair includes an interesting array of stalls representing 

various aspects of the region’s history.   If you are interested, and would like to help, please 
contact Mark, details at the head of this newsletter. 
 
 

 From a report dated 8th September 1651, sometime after the Border had 
officially been “pacified”. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Members of the Society are invited to join Theatre Sans Frontières for 
drinks and nibbles on 26th June as part of the project to develop the historic 
listed Goods Shed and Water Tower down by the station. The development 
stage of the project is now going on in partnership with the Hexham 
Community Partnership. Come along to see how far we have come and to 

find out more. 
 
The event runs from 6 to 7.30pm in the White Room, Queens Hall. There will be presentations of 
plans and displays, the chance to talk and make comments, and the launch of the 'Make Good 
the Goods Shed' subscription scheme. Plans will be on public display afterwards. Call in during 
the evening to find out more, presentations will be from 6.30pm. 
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Hexpress is the newsletter published by the Hexham Community 
Partnership and delivered free to all households in Hexham.   As part of the 
Partnership’s efforts to promote local businesses, it approached the Society 
asking if we could provide a potted history of a local store.   From the 
Society’s point of view, it is a useful bit of free advertising!  Accordingly, the 

next issue will include an extremely truncated version of Anne Induni’s article on the history and 
development of Robbs’, first published in HH18.      
 
Interestingly, we realised that very few businesses currently operating in Hexham have much of a 
history longer than 20 years or so; a reflection on the fortunes of commercial life.   Time for 
members to undertake research into those longer established businesses that do exist!  
 
 

Rose Gilroy is a Newcastle University researcher working on a large (3 year 
and 3 centre- York, Leeds and Hexham) study on life transitions and their 
impact on mobility and well-being. “The research will be working with about 
45 people aged 55 and over in each of the three areas who have 
experienced a recent (within 12 months) life change by which we mean 

giving up paid work; living alone; losing a significant part of hearing or sight; becoming a carer; 
giving up driving; taking on child care; using a mobility aid of some kind.  Within the research, I 
am undertaking a case study of Hexham as a market town with an ageing population that has to 
balance the mobility needs of its citizens against economic pressures and against the need to 
preserve its historic character. 
 
The research involves completing a questionnaire about mobility and well-being that is returned 
via freepost. There is then an interview in which I will ask people to talk me through their getting 
about. We then keep in touch via a short interview via phone every quarter and there is an 
interview towards the end of the project. It is not too onerous I hope but it is a chance to be 
involved in a piece of work that locally and nationally might make a difference.” 
 
Anyone interested in participating in the research project should contact Rose on 0191 2087864 
or email r.c.gilroy@ncl.ac.uk 
 
 

Théâtre Sans Frontières, the theatre group currently based in the 
Queen’s Hall, are intending to take over the former Goods Shed and 
Water Tower at Hexham Station with the intention of converting the 
buildings to form a rehearsal room, offices and community space and to 
act as their headquarters.  In connection with this a Conservation 

Management Plan is being prepared to form part of a Stage 2 Heritage Lottery Fund bid. The 
preparation of the CMP will not aid only the physical conservation of the significant features but 
will also enable the history etc. of the two buildings to be interpreted and displayed. 
 
In connection with this we would be interested to know if anyone has any photographs or 
memories of these two buildings when in use. If so or if they have any other information could 
they please contact: John A Ives Dip Arch RIBA AABC, Chartered Architect, PPIY Limited, York; 
email: john@dringhouses.fsnet.co.uk , mobile 07885 824229. 
 

 
This is the first in what we intend to be a series of guides aimed at 
assisting members faced with what can be rather daunting official records 
held in depositories, both local and national.   We would welcome any 
feedback and suggestions for data sets that you would like us to cover in 
future articles. 
 
The records of civil and criminal courts can be wonderful sources of 
information for local and family historians. The national civil courts of 
Chancery and the Exchequer have generated the records of accounts, by 
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ordinary people, of particular places, events, local customs and family histories, from the 16th 
century onwards. The records of the district circuits of the  Assize Courts also include the 
evidence, with plenty of circumstantial detail, given by individuals in civil and criminal cases. Like 
all historical material, these records have to be treated with caution. Being the records of 
litigation, interpretation has to take into account the motives of those giving evidence, and 
accounts of criminal cases can be guaranteed to show society and peoples' behaviour in the 
worst possible light. But with these provisos the records are a feast for the local historian. 
 
The records of all these courts are at the National Archives at Kew, and are becoming very much 
more accessible with the advent of TNA's new on-line Discovery catalogue 
(http://discovery.nationalarchives.gov.uk), in which many of the indexes previously only available 
on the shelves at Kew, in university libraries and at the Society of Genealogists are being 
published. This enables you to identify through the web the modern references of individual 
documents, which can then be ordered through the TNA website.  
 
Records of the Northern Circuit Assizes 
While preparing an article for the Hexham Historian I have been looking into what records are 
available for the Northern Circuit Assizes, courts held at the Moot Hall in Newcastle every 
quarter, at which the more serious local criminal cases and some civil cases were heard. The 
18th century assize records have been very effectively used by Barry Redfern in his popular 
books on crime in the North East, and you can see some examples of the kind of documents 
they contain in his recent   "The Gallows Tree: crime and punishment in the eighteenth century - 
Northumberland and Berwick upon Tweed."  The more academic works of Morgan and Rushton 
(eg Rogues, Thieves and the Rule of Law (UCL Press, 1998) have mined these sources very 
thoroughly.  The following are the northern circuit assize records now listed on the TNA's 
Discovery website, with an indication of what indexes are available on line. There is an excellent 
introduction to this class of records on that website. 
 
Class ASSI 45, Depositions and Case Papers , is indexed annually by name of the defendant 
(but not place) so it is a fairly accessible source of information of potentially great interest if you 
have a name to look for.  This is the class that, as its name indicates, contains the written 
accounts of witnesses etc. However, there are annoying gaps in the papers.  The surviving years 
are as follows  (number of cases in parentheses) : 1613 (1), 1621 (1), 1622 (5), 1625 (4), 1629 
(8), 1631 (2), then apparently complete annual files 1640-1699 inclusive, 1708 (5), 1709 (3), 
1716 (3), 1718 (10), 1719 (3), 1720 (13), 1724 (4), then apparently complete annual files 1725-
1800. Currently there is no on-line index beyond 1800.  
 
Unfortunately you cannot learn the verdicts from these documents, and the Minute Books (ASSI 
41) and Gaol Books (ASSI 42), which give that information are not yet indexed. 
 
 

People and Places from Hexham's 
Heydays is a free ebook which has been 
put together as part of the Heritage Lottery 
funded Hexham Heydays project, covering 
the town's history from 1688 to 1838.  
 

The ebook is available from www.blurb.co.uk; search for Hexham 
heydays.   You will have to create yourself an account and will 
then be able to access the book and listen to music and lyrics 
written as part of the project.  Sadly, the ebook is only accessible 
on Apple products such as iPads and iPhones. 
 
If you don't have an iPad, you can download a PDF version onto 
your computer from www.blurb.co.uk for £2.99 and hear the first 
song.   An actual book is available for sale from Blurb for £21.99 
but, sadly, with either of these options you won’t get the songs! 
 
 

Hexham’s 
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We have been told about the launch of a new website,  
http://warletters.net that might interest to members. 
 
For any local historians interested in the First World War and wanting to 

put their work in a wider context, the site has links to a vast range of free, primary and secondary 
historical sources, all available online. No subscription or registration is required. 
 
Based on research carried out for the forthcoming War Letters 1914–1918 series of books, the 
resources include official histories, government reports and documents, service records, 
bibliographies, theses, legislation, memoirs, letters and diaries, films, maps, images and much 
more.  
 
The site has separate sections for the Western Front, Gallipoli, Mesopotamia, the War at Sea 
and the War in the Air.   If you would like more information, please contact the editor, Mark 
Tanner at mark@warletters.net   
 
 

The Roman Society wishes to better understand its audience, to inform 
discussions about how it could work with a wider range of organisations 
and groups. 
 
Dr Andrew Birley is inviting people to complete the Society’s survey which 

can be found at www.surveymonkey.com/s/Q63JD9X 
 

 
Thurs 22 nd May, 7pm. Children’s footwear from Vindolanda  – 
Elizabeth Greene. Roman Army Museum.   £12.00: admission includes a 
drink.   01434 344277 or email colingalloway@vindolanda.com for further 
information. 

 
Wed 28 th May, 7.30pm.   Trevor Pearson from York is to talking about the Cheviot Hill Forts  at 
Belford LHS and they are kindly opening the meeting to members of other societies who may be 
interested. The meeting is in the Belford Community Club. 
 
Thurs 31 st July, 7pm.  Crime and punishment in Roman Britain  – Dr Lindsay Allason-Jones.   
Roman Army Museum.  £12.00: admission includes a drink.   01434 344277 or email 
colingalloway@vindolanda.com for further information. 
 
Thurs 28 th Aug, 7pm.  The makers mark: understanding and util izing the evidence of 
makers mark on Terra Sigillata (Samien) pottery at Vindolanda Roman Fort and settlement  
– Kate Sheehan Finn. £12.00: admission includes a drink.   01434 344277 or email 
colingalloway@vindolanda.com for further information. 
 
Tuesday 9 th Sept, 7.30pm   Mind your manors;  a talk by Liz Sobell.   The first talk of our own 
resumed talks programme.   Trinity Methodist Church Hall, Beaumont Street.  Free to members, 
£2 others 
 
Tuesday 14 th Oct, 7.30pm   The Wood Age ; a talk by the ever-popular Max Adams.  Trinity 
Methodist Church Hall, Beaumont Street.  Free to members, £2 others 
 
 

  
1) Tim Owen writes: we are helping to prepare a temporary exhibition to 
commemorate this year’s 550th anniversary of the Battle of Hexham . 
We're in the process of researching for the project at the moment 
wondered whether anyone knows of any work that has been done 

recently.  The most recent detailed work on the battle I have seen so far is the book by John 
Sadler and Alex Speirs from 2007, but if anyone knows of anything more recent I'd be really 
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pleased to hear about it.  Also if anyone knows of any archaeological or metal detecting work that 
has ever been done on the site(s?) of the battle it'd be great to hear about that too.   
 
2) Phil Taylor asks: Can anyone help with information about Taylor & Hedley’s butchers 
business ? Cuthbert Taylor ran a butchers shop at 4 Market Street which was carried on by his 
second wife (Ann Ramsay) until at least 1911.  It’s named in Kelly's as Taylor and Hedley run by 
William Hedley.  I see Charles Charlton took the business over in the 1960s - but what happened 
in between?  
 
 

As regular readers of this Newsletter, will know, we carry reviews of 
books likely to be of interest to our membership.   We’re always on the 
lookout for new reviewers so, if you fancy a go, please contact Mark 
(contact details above) and tell him what sort of subjects you’d be 

interested in reading.    There’s no regular commitment and, as well as the glory of being in the 
Newsletter, you get to keep the book – no matter what you think of it! 
 
Currently on offer (but others coming all the time!): 

 

• Great walls and linear barriers, by Spring 
 
 

 
Kirkup, Rob  Newcastle then & now in colour    
(History Press, 2013) £14.99 
ISBN 9780752465661 
 
Another title in this publisher’s series comparing 

contemporary scenes with archival photographs; in this case all drawn from 
Newcastle Central Library’s collection.    Compiled by respected local 
historian, Rob Kirkup, this is a fascinating collection of images although I 
feel the “in colour” addition to the title is somewhat cheeky as the archival 
photographs are monochrome, albeit in a sepia print, and the occasional 
typo has crept in: I personally don’t find the Castle Keep intimating although 
it can be quite intimidating. 
 
 

 
Pugh, R J M.  The killing fields of Scotland, 
AD83-1746 (Pen & Sword, 2013) £25.00 ISBN 
9781781590195 
 

This is not a book for a sunny day. It would seem more fitting to read this 
detailed account of Scottish battles beside a roaring fire with the wind 
whipping the trees outside. The text is dense and the chapters are full of 
meticulously researched facts. There are a number of maps and 
illustrations, which would have benefitted from being larger, which break up 
the text and complement the descriptions of the battles. 
 
It is clear that Scotland has been a turbulent nation and the book covers 
both battles between invaders and the locals and internal conflicts that took place in the civil 
wars. As Pugh writes in the foreword: “It is the nature of human society to wage wars in order to 
obtain self-government, independence, internal security, political stability…Scotland was no 
different”.  Pugh covers well known conflicts, most people will have heard of Flodden and 
Culloden, but also less well-known battles such as Rullion Green or Pinkie in 1547, which Pugh 
describes as “the first ’modern’ battle fought on English soil. 
 
All of the battles are described and placed in the context of Scottish history.If you are a student of 
Scottish warfare and interested in a detailed chronological account of Scottish battles, 
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thenreading the book from cover to cover will be illuminating. Pugh describes and discusses all 
the battles and skirmishes that took place on Scottish soil from AD83, when the occupying 
Roman army fought the Caledonians at Mons Grapius (The Grampian Mountain), to the battle of 
Culloden in 1746. 
 
This is primarily a book for those interested in military history but it is also a reference work for 
anyone interested in particular aspects of Scottish history because the division of the book in to 
broad historical periods, such as “The Roman Occupation” and “Civil Wars: 1594-1654” enables 
a general reader to concentrate on a particular historical period. It is possible to pick a battle and 
read the relevant chapter. 
 
I was staying in Port Appin, not far from Glen Coe, when reading the book and so I started by 
reading the account of the massacre at Glencoe in 1692, which led me to read the full chapter on 
the Jacobites: 1689-1719. The Killing Fields of Scotland is not a light read, and it pays to keep a 
note of dramatis personae to hand, but the accounts are thought-provoking and the book is very 
well referenced. Pugh explains the reasons for the conflicts and explains how the battles 
unfolded as well as providing colourful detail of the field of play and the players For example, 
there is a whole chapter examining Bannockburn, the most famous battle in the Wars of 
Independence in 1314, which includes maps of the battle field and a detailed examination of the 
battle hour by hour. 
 
And if we do have a poor summer, and you spend more time in front of the fire reading this book, 
a greater understanding of the conflicts and struggles for Scottish identity are a fitting read as 
Scotland prepares to vote for, or against, independence from the United Kingdom. 
 
 

April saw the final departure of a long-established trading name in the 
town with the closure of Pattinson’s Photography following the retirement 
of John Cooper.   The full history of Pattinson’s in Hexham, and far 
beyond, from its establishment in 1898 was detailed in Helen M Baker’s 
article in HH16 and provides a fascinating read.   Who knew there was a 

connection between Hexham and the cosmetics giant, Helena Rubinstein!    
 
   ***************************************************************************************************** 
 
And finally, a couple of photos taken from our recent outing to Bywell Hall and the two churches.   

 
The tour of the Abbey is now fully booked but there are still 
places on the full day trip to Melrose and Monteviot House on 
12th July.   Download a booking form from the website or 
contact Jennifer Britton on (01434) 608507 as soon as 
possible if you would still like to go. 
 
 

Farewell to 
Pattinson’s 
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