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‘History of Hay Time’
Roadshow Coming to
Town!

Spring 2010
We will be welcoming Neil Diment, Hay
Time Community Officer working with the
North Pennines AONB Partnership’s Hay
Time project, as our speaker on Tuesday,
13th April.
As part of his work, Neil will be bringing his

‘Roadshow’ to a number of groups around the North Pennines this spring and
summer to raise awareness and understanding of the uncertain fate of the
marvellous upland hay meadows that survive – just! – in the area, and the work the
Hay Time project is undertaking with farmers to restore and enhance them.
A sight - and sounds! - not heard in the North Pennines for over 50 years…In July
2008, working with horse drawn machinery and colleagues from Beamish Museum,
the Hay Time project organised a traditional 'haytime with horses' event at Carrs
Farm in Weardale. Even the weather
behaved!

The Roadshow includes a small display of traditional hay timing tools and equipment
for you to get your hands on. Neil promises a short, fun pub-style quiz to begin with
to test our knowledge on the subject and you are especially invited to bring along
your own hay time memories and stories - and even old photographs - to share. He’ll
also show a short DVD which will hopefully rekindle a few of those memories. The

1

old photographs and farmers’ reminiscences were recorded by Neil as part of a
research project he undertook a couple of years ago into the history of hay meadow
management. It evocatively recalls a time, still within living memory, before
haymaking, using hand tools, horses and the wonderfully named ‘pike bogeys’, was
replaced by today’s tractors and trailers.
Neil and his colleagues on the Hay Time project team work with farmers and land
managers across the Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB) to enhance and
restore upland hay meadows by providing detailed management advice, spreading
seed harvesting from nearby species-rich sites on meadows that have lost their
special species and by re-instating lost habitat features. The project aims to involve,
inspire and inform local residents and visitors of all ages of the role hay meadows
have played in the evolution of the North Pennines landscape, its wildlife and the
communities within it.

Haytime involved neighbours, friends and the whole family - everyone would pitch in
to lend a hand, young and old, dawn till dusk till the work was done! Sweeping hay at
Brockersgill Farm, Newbiggin In Upper Teesdale in the 1930s (copyright R. Hooper).
Note the hay 'pikes' of various shapes and sizes in the meadow in the background
The Hay Time project began in May 2006 and will run until October 2012. It is
supported by a County Durham Environment Trust CDENT PREMIER Award under
the Landfill Communities Fund, Natural England via the Countdown 2010 Biodiversity
Action Fund, the Heritage Lottery Fund (HLF) and The Tubney Charitable Trust.
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The North Pennines Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty with its hay meadows and
heather moors is one of the finest landscapes in the country. It stretches south from
Hexham into the Shire and was designated an AONB in 1988. At almost 2000 sq.
kilometres, it is the second largest of the 40 AONBs and is one of the most peaceful
and unspoilt places in England. The primary purpose of designation is the
conservation and enhancement of natural beauty. It lies between the National Parks
of the Lake District, the Yorkshire Dales, as well as Northumberland with the urban
centres of County Durham away to the east. The AONB lies within the boundaries of
five local authorities: the three counties of Cumbria, Durham and Northumberland
and the two districts of Carlisle and Eden.
So, an entertaining, informative and interactive evening is in store! Don’t forget to
bring along your own haytiming stories, memories and photographs to share. For
even more information about the Hay Time project, visit: www.northpennines.org.uk –
and follow the links to ‘Hay Time’.

A correction!

An error has been spotted in the published index to the
Jennings’s Peoples File.

The obituary for William

Angus Temperley appeared in the Hexham Courant for
10 Sept 1898 and not 1885 as listed. Mark Benjamin
would like to apologise to anyone frustrated by this transcription error – as he was
when researching for an Australian enquirer!

AGM 2010

The Society’s AGM will take place on 9th March in
the Trinity Methodist Hall at 7.30pm. You will have

Proposal for moving
the AGM

received the papers with this newsletter. This will
be the last time the AGM is held in March. The
committee considers it would simplify the events
calendar if the AGM were held towards the end of
the year rather than in March. Under current

arrangements the programme cards are issued in the New Year, but they can be out
of date within 3 months if the committee and officers change. It can also mean that
the membership leaflets quickly become out of date. If, instead, the AGM was held at
the November meeting elections could take place then and

the committee and

officers would take up their posts in the following January. This would thus align with
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the annual programme of talks and the financial year. Under the Constitution this
does not have to be approved by the AGM but the committee felt it is right to bring
this proposal to members' attention ahead of this year's AGM. The plan is therefore
to hold next year's AGM in November 2011. Please contact the Secretary or Greg
Finch, if you have any questions.

Committee News

Michael Saxon, the present secretary of the
Society,

has

indicated,

due

to

other

commitments, that he wishes to resign from the
committee

after

this

year's

AGM in March. We'd like to place on record our
thanks to Michael for his work over the past two years. Yvonne Purdy, who takes
over from Mollie Telford as Membership Secretary in March, is willing to combine this
role with that of Secretary. Michael's resignation also creates a committee vacancy.
We already have one volunteer to take his place but if anyone else wishes to join the
committee please let Michael know in advance of the AGM.

Two recently discovered maps of Hexham’s bridge over the
Tyne
This one is from 1787:
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showing the 5 year old ruins of Smeaton’s short-lived bridge just upstream of the
mills, leaving the Boat and the Ford as the only routes across. This isn’t what the
brewery had expected when it was built in 1777 to take advantage of easy access
over the bridge to a supply of barley from the mill, and the demands of thirsty
townspeople.
The second map is from 1802 and shows that the new bridge (1793) is in place, but
not the intended main road into Hexham. Instead traffic from the north had to turn
sharply to the left immediately after the bridge leading directly to the Tyne Mills, and
then turn again along what later became Station Road. There was to be a further 12
years of congestion before ‘West Mill Lane’ was built from the bridge across
Townhaugh to the foot of Hallstile Bank and from there into the town.

Both maps are in a private collection, and reproduced with permission. For a history
of the bridges in this period see Stafford Linsley, ‘Bridging the Tyne at Hexham in the
Eighteenth Century’, Hexham Historian 3, (1993).
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NEW PUBLICATION FOR 2010:
Hexham in the
Seventeenth Century

Many of you will remember Anna Rossiter and

By Anna Rossiter

the leading role she played in the Society until
her untimely death nearly three years ago. She
completed her Newcastle University Master’s
thesis on the economy, society and government

of 17th century Hexham in 1997, the distillation of an enormous amount of primary
research into the voluminous records of the town and its manorial authorities. It sets
the town in the context of what is known of other towns in early modern England and
provides a summary of the geographic and historic setting. The occupations of
townspeople during the 17th century are analysed, alongside housing, wealth, the
local land market and network of credit relationships. The way the town was
governed is covered in thorough detail, and particularly the operation of the manor
court, some of which was summarised in her article on the subject in Hexham
Historian 6. The background of those who occupied positions of authority within the
town is explored, backed up with biographical information on the leading
townspeople and membership of the manor's 'Four and Twenty' in appendices.
Anna's meticulous research represents a great advance in our understanding of
Hexham's past during a very interesting period in its development. Since then it has
lain unpublished. The Society feels that it should be made more easily accessible.
With her husband Nick's enthusiastic support we are now resetting it in a suitable
format for publication. The maps and illustrations used in the original thesis are
preserved, as are the many tables and figures, and a full index will also now be
included. The book will be approximately 300 pages long, in a convenient 5 inch x 8
inch format. It is an academic work but is written in an accessible style, and should
appeal to all with an interest in the town's history as well as to students of the early
modern period in general.
We would like to gauge the level of interest from Society members in purchasing a
copy of Anna's book. Because we cannot yet be certain of the final costs we are not
asking for firm orders at this stage. Current indications are that a soft cover edition
will retail at around £14-£15, and that a hardback edition could also be made
available in the region of £25-£30. We are also considering offering the work as a
download from the Society's online shop, probably at a cost of £6-£7. In all cases we
would consider offering a member's discount of around 10% on these prices. Please
let us know if you are interested in buying one of these 3 editions, indicating which
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one, EITHER by sending an email to Mark Benjamin at thebenjamins@talktalk.net or
by ringing him on 01434 607746. This will NOT commit you to buying a copy, but will
be very helpful to us in gauging the level of demand.

Keep Checking the Website

A total of 282 people visited our website in
January, of whom 213 were first time visitors.
Although the newsletter carries enquiries
received by the Society, members of the

public are now able to post their enquiries direct onto our new website
www.hexhamhistorian.org

If you’re on the Internet, please check the Notes &

Queries page regularly – you may have the answer someone else is looking for!

Information Wanted

In an article in preparation for the next
Historian, a reference has been found in a
quotation

to

a

“Greenced”

Presbyterian

meeting house in 18th century Hexham.
Neither the author of the article, nor the
Oxford English Dictionary can explain what is meant by the term “greenced”; if
anyone has any ideas, Mark Benjamin would love to hear from you!

He can be

contacted by email at thebenjamins@talktalk.net or by phone on 07879263848.
Ken Stoba, of 25 Hillview, Liverpool. L17 0EQ is researching his family name and
wonders if any members could help with any references to the name “Stoba” or its
variations eg. Stob Stobart Stobo Stobbart Stobie etc. He has reason to believe that
the name is Saxon 6/7th century from Northumbria (Bernicia, Deira) but has not yet
been able to pin down its earliest origins.
A Stoba was town clerk of Peebles in 13th Century and a David Stobo witnessed a
charter to the Bishop of Glasgow in 1177. Stobas have farmed in Galoway since
before the Normans and Stobas arrived in Liverpool from Galloway. A separate
branch of the family came here in the 18th century from North East England. Please
contact Ken if you can help.
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David Harris is interested in any information, and particularly maps, to allow him to
date the construction (and track the history) of Hollow Meadow. This is the area now
mainly occupied by Matthew Charlton (MC), but 2 of the original cottages (numbers 9
and 10) remain, just to the right of MC's main showroom.

Number 9 has a long

garden, including some (old) orchard. If you have any information then please
contact David on 01434 230133 or email: david@harrismail.co.uk
Ruth Miller of the Matfen Village Hall Committee would be interested to hear from
anyone with a knowledge of the Matfen area who would be able to speak at one of
their meetings - her number is 01661 855489

Library Sales

Northumberland County Libraries are holding a sale of surplus
local history titles on the 26th & 27th of February at Hexham
Library. These will be more common titles than those sold on
behalf

of

the

County

through

Bennor

Books

at

www.abebooks.co.uk but members may find something of
interest.
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